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Section 19.2-303.5 
of the Code of Virginia 

§ 19.2-303.5 (Expires July 1, 2016) Immediate sanction probation programs.  
There may be established in the Commonwealth up to four immediate sanction probation programs 
in accordance with the following provisions:  
 

1. As a condition of a sentence suspended pursuant to § 19.2-303, a court may order a defendant 
convicted of a crime, other than a violent crime as defined in subsection C of § 17.1-805, to 
participate in an immediate sanction probation program.  

2. If a participating offender fails to comply with any term or condition of his probation and the 
alleged probation violation is not that the offender committed a new crime or infraction, (i) his 
probation officer shall immediately issue a noncompliance letter pursuant to § 53.1-149 
authorizing his arrest at any location in the Commonwealth and (ii) his probation violation 
hearing shall take priority on the court's docket. The probation officer may, in any event, 
exercise any other lawful authority he may have with respect to the offender. 

3. When a participating offender is arrested pursuant to subdivision 2, the court shall conduct an 
immediate sanction hearing unless (i) the alleged probation violation is that the offender 
committed a new crime or infraction; (ii) the alleged probation violation is that the offender 
absconded for more than seven days; or (iii) the offender, attorney for the Commonwealth, or 
the court objects to such immediate sanction hearing. If the court conducts an immediate 
sanction hearing, it shall proceed pursuant to subdivision 4. Otherwise, the court shall proceed 
pursuant to § 19.2-306.  

4. At the immediate sanction hearing, the court shall receive the noncompliance letter, which shall 
be admissible as evidence, and may receive other evidence. If the court finds good cause to 
believe that the offender has violated the terms or conditions of his probation, it may (i) revoke 
no more than 30 days of the previously suspended sentence and (ii) continue or modify any 
existing terms and conditions of probation. If the court does not modify the terms and conditions 
of probation or remove the defendant from the program, the previously ordered terms and 
conditions of probation shall continue to apply. The court may remove the offender from the 
immediate sanction probation program at any time.  

5. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION SHALL EXPIRE ON JULY 1, 2016.  

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?000+cod+19.2-303
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?000+cod+17.1-805
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?000+cod+53.1-149
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?000+cod+19.2-306
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Immediate Sanction Probation Pilot Sites 

Arlington/Falls Church 
Start Date:  
January 6, 2014 

Henrico  
Start Date:  
November 1, 2012 

Lynchburg  
Start Date:  
January 1, 2013 

Harrisonburg/ 
Rockingham 
Start Date:  
January 1, 2014   

  

  
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Describe meetings in Harrisonburg and Arlington to help them get going

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=jGR2oFQoJGCLjM&tbnid=4l2QF8sVyl1yAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://virginia.facts.co/virginiamapof/virginiamap.php&ei=WSdMUsDOFpKA9QSXp4CwDw&bvm=bv.53371865,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFGJu278BoNGZK3lOrKxWzWHgKkVQ&ust=1380808800482929


5 

2015 Acts of Assembly 
Item 47 of Chapter 665 (Budget Bill) 

Virginia 
Criminal 

Sentencing 
Commission 

B.1. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 19.2-303.5, Code of Virginia, the 
provisions of that section shall not expire on July 1, 2012, but shall 
continue in effect until July 1, 2015, and may be implemented in up to 
four sites. 

2.B. The Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission, with the concurrence 
of the chief judge of the circuit court and the Commonwealth’s 
attorney of the locality, shall designate each immediate sanction 
probation program site. The Virginia Criminal Sentencing 
Commission shall develop guidelines and procedures for 
implementing the program, administer the program, and evaluate the 
results of the program. As part of its administration of the program, 
the commission shall designate a standard, validated substance 
abuse assessment instrument to be used by probation and parole 
districts to assess probationers subject to the immediate sanction 
probation program. The commission shall also determine outcome 
measures and collect data for evaluation of the results of the 
program at the designated sites. The commission shall present a 
report on the implementation of the immediate sanction probation 
program, including recidivism results to the Chief Justice, Governor, 
and the Chairmen of the House and Senate Courts of Justice 
Committees, the House Appropriations Committee, and the Senate 
Finance Committee by November 1, 2016. 



Report/Analysis 



Pilot Program Participants 
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196 probationers had been 
placed in the program 

Locality 

 # of  
Current 

Participants  
 (as of 6/4/15) 

Participants 
Removed Completions 

# of 
Participants 

who have 
Violated 

# of 
Violations 

Henrico 31 26 8 49 116 

Lynchburg 26 13 20 42 76 

Harrisonburg/ 
Rockingham  39 13 3 39 95 

Arlington 13 4 0 9 16 

Total 109 56 31 139 303 
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 In preparation for the analysis, staff is reviewing 
recent research related to this type of program 
 

 Washington State Institute for Public Policy 

− Inventory of Evidence-Based and Research-
Based Programs for Adult Corrections 
 

 HOPE Demonstration Field Experiment results 
expected Winter 2015 

 
 

 

Additional Research Findings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Respected research organizationResearch into effective corrections practices & – POSITIVE COST/BENEFIT RATIO
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 Collaboration between the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance and the Pepperdine School of Public 
Policy 
 

 Provides training and technical assistance to 
stakeholders on implementation and research of 
Swift, Certain, Fair (SCF)/HOPE model 

− Workshops  

− Application for free technical assistance 
relating to the evaluation has been submitted 

 

 

Swift, Certain, Fair (SCF) Resource Center 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Workshops Central office, etc.Application for free technical assistance submitted, specific to evaluation



Interest and Participation in Results First  

VT 

HI 

NH 

MA 

RI 

CT 

NJ 

DE 

MD 

ME WA 

MT ND 

SD 

MN OR 

ID 
WY 

CO 
UT 

NV 

CA 

AZ NM 

NE 

KS 

OK 

TX 

AK 

LA 

AR 

MO 

IA 

WI 
MI 

IL IN OH 

PA 

NY 

WV 

KY 

TN 

MS AL GA 

SC 

NC 

FL 

VA 

Evaluation or Preliminary Results Reported 

AK 

States with Similar Swift and Certain Sanction Programs* 

Data Collection Phase/Evaluation Pending 
Program Created, Evaluation Status Unknown * As of July 23, 2015 

WI: Passed enabling 
legislation in April 2014 
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